The Indian Constitutional Tangle
in India the government would be Fascist and hot
democratic, Mr. Gandhi replied, "Damn it by
whatever name you may, there can be only one
party in India, and that is the Congress." Could
blind arrogance and egotism go further ?
As stated above, the Congress thought that the
out-break of war brought them an excellent
opportunity to force the hands of the British
Government to impose on India an * independence'
of Mr. Gandhi's conception by accepting and
enforcing a constitution, forged by a machinery
fashioned according to the design of the Congress
party, in which the voice of all other parties
would be effectively stifled. But, to the great
disappointment of the Congress, the Viceregal
^declaration of October 18, 1939, did not even
touch the fringe of the extravagant and partizan
demands of the Congress. For the first time the
Viceroy refused to treat with the Congress as the
sole body representing the whole of India. The
Viceroy took care to discuss matters on equal
footing with both Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah.
This gave Congress a rude shock from which they
have not recovered so far. The Viceroy, while
reaffirming that Dominion Status remained the
goal of British policy in India, merely stated that
fiis Majesty's Government would be very willing
Jit the end of war to enter into consultation with
representatives of the several communities, parties,